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I.  Basic Information

A2B Survey “Educational Institutions”

Type of survey: Online

Period: 8 February – 20 April 2010

Number of questions: 23 (open and closed)

Available languages: English, French, German, Hungarian

Distribution: Network of partner organisations, links on websites

Total respondents: 98
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Responding Countries 

I.  Basic Information

Germany 20

France 16

Finland 15

Netherlands 10

Hungary 8

UK 5

Italy 3

Latvia 2

Norway 2

Portugal 2

Belgium 2

Slovenia 1

Poland 1

Sweden 1

Denmark 1

Ireland 1
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II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions

Athletes Questionnaire

How could your school or university provide/ have provided you with better 
support? 
(Multiple answers | N=1329)

How could your school or university provide/ have 

provided you with better support? 
(multiple answers)

61

79

81

86

221   17%

141   11%

127   10%

125   9%

94   7%

314   24%

Other

Career planning advice

Vocational counselling

Entry support to the labour market

Assistance with internship/ work placement

Provision of a virtual platform

Easier admission to studies

Advice in study organisation

Postponement of exams

Flexible time-tables
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II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions        

Available Student-Athlete Support

What services do you currently offer to support your student-athletes? 
(Multiple answers |N=397)

What services do you currently offer to support your student-athletes? 

(multiple answers | N=397) 

8   2%

78   20%

66   17%

39   10%

38   10%

34   9%

34   9%

28   7%

26   7%

24   6%

22   6%

Disability allowances

Other

Nutrition

Grants / finance

Psychology

Training staff

Coaching

Strength & Conditioning

Lifestyle / Counselling

Training facilities

Flexible study



Preliminary Questionnaire Analysis “Educational Institutions“ 26 January 2011

II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions        

Available Student-Athlete Support

Indicate the types of flexibility you currently offer!
(Multiple answers |N=250)If your institution provides flexible studies, please indicate the services, you offer. 

(multiple answers | N=250)

0%

3   1%

3   1%

4  2%

8   3%

14   6%

26   10%

42   17%

71   28%

78   31%

Excemption from dormitory fee

Transfer athletes to the fee-free list upon a

vacancy

Automatically reduced tuition rates

Reduced dormitory fees

Other

Extra points in exams (i.e. entrance exam)

Priority in dormitory placement

Open choice as to the completion of exams

Postponement of exams

Schedule flexibility
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Can your students use distance learning systems at your institution? 
(N= 90)

II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions 

Available Student-Athlete Support

Can your students use distance learning systems at your 

institution? (N=90) 

No answer

9%

Yes

48%

No

43%
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II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions

Links to the Labour Market

Do you have contacts with organisations and authorities on the labour 
market? 
(N=90)

Do you have contacts with organisations and authorities on 

the labour market? (N=90)

No answer

12%

Yes

46%

No

42%
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II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions

Collaboration

Do you currently work with one of the following bodies?
(Multiple answers | N=231)

Do you currently work with any of the following bodies? (multiple answers | N=231) 

30   13%

37   16%

41   18%

55   24%

68   25%

Others

Local council

National Olympic Committee

Local sport clubs / sports teams

Sport federations / national governing body
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II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions

Funding

Does your institute attract any specific government funding for hosting 
programs for student-athletes?
(N=90)

Does your institute attract any specific government 

funding for hosting programs for student-athletes? 

(N=90)

No answer

7%
Yes

28%

No

65%
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What are the main obstacles regarding the combination of education and 
sport?
(Multiple answers | N=230)

II. Dual Career and Educational Institutions

Obstacles

What are the main obstacles in your institute regarding the combination of education and sport? 

(multiple answers |N=230)

58   25%

37   16%

31   13%

28   12%

27   12%

22   10%

17   7%

10   4%Others, namely:

It is impossible to individualize the studies

The student-athletes often miss their exams

Finding grants for the student/athlete

Lacking support of university staff

Finding sufficient financial means to improve the

organization of studies

Study programs are not flexible enough

High level of absence of student-athletes
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• In several EU Member States efforts are being made to 
allow athletes a dual career

• Good practices: Finland, Hungary, UK, France, …

• On a broader scale, models are not readily adapted to 
promote dual career 

III. Conclusion
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III. Conclusion
Recommendations to Date

Sport Organisations:
• Enter into contact with educational institutions by an 

approach that could create value to their engagement

• Develop sensitivity towards the needs of athletes among 
educational institutions

• Extend already existing agreements with partner 
educational institutions to tailored athlete services

• Support the development of guiding principles assisting 
educational establishments to provide athlete friendly 
services
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III. Conclusion
Recommendations to Date

EU and Member States:
• Promote the dialogue between sports and education at 

national and regional levels in order to develop flexible 
systems for dual career

• Provide financial support to educational institutions in 
setting up a wider framework on dual career

• Ministries of Education should develop and implement dual 
career guidelines for educational institutions

• Consider to provide athlete scholarships (e.g. TASS)
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Thank you for your attention!

www.athletestobusiness.eu

Contact: strauch@euoffice.eurolympic.org

http://www.athletestobusiness.eu/
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