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The main EU concerns on the career of talented young athletes:

ü The safeguarding of the development of young athletes;

ü The balance between sports training and education/employment; 

ü The end-of-sport career phase (including consideration of athletes 

who leave the system earlier than planned). 

ü discrimination between EU young talented sportspeople based on 

nationality in high level training centres and schools
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European Commission emphasis on the importance of:

Å the need to provide dual career training for young talented 

athletes in the European Union at an early stage to ensure the 

reintegration of professional sportspersons into the labour market 

at the end of their sporting careers;

Å the need to provide high quality local training centres to 

safeguard the moral educational and professional interests of 

young sportsmen and sportswomen;

Å open training systems for talented young sportsmen and 

sportswomen, which must not lead to discrimination between 

EU citizens based on nationality

White Paper on Sport (07/ 2007)
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Article 165 TFUE

ñ2. Union action shall be aimed at:

[é]

ð developing the European dimension in sport, by 

promoting fairness and openness in sporting 

competitions and cooperation between bodies 

responsible for sports, and by protecting the physical and 

moral integrity of sportsmen and sportswomen, 

especially the youngest sportsmen and sportswomen.ò
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Actions European Commission

ü Study on the training of young talented sport people

ü European Councilôs Declaration on Sport  (December 2008)
ñ[é] calls for the strengthening of that dialogue with the International Olympic 

Committee and representatives of the world of sport, in particular on the 

question of combined sports training and education for young people.ò

ü Financial support for 4 dual career projects (2009)

ü EU Working Group on Education and Training in Sport (2009) 

ü Communication on Sport

EU: SPORT & DUAL CAREER



66

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION
Developing the European Dimension in Sport

General policy 
context (Europe 
2020, economic 
crisis, é)

Lisbon Treaty; 
White Paper on 

Sport

Consultation of 
and dialogue 

with 
stakeholders

Priorities of EU 
Sport Ministers 
and the Council

Position of the 
European 
Parliament

Coordination 
with other COM 
services (incl. 

ISG Sport)

COM(2011) 12
18 January 2011

ÁBuilding on the White 
Paper on sport
ÁFocus on policy support 
and coordination
ÁActions engaging the 
Commission and the 
Member States
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Structure of the Communication

1) Introduction

ÅRelevance of the White Paper, policy context, EU 
added value

2-4) Three thematic chapters

ÅSocietal role of sport

ÅEconomic dimension of sport

ÅOrganisation of sport

5) External dimension

6) Conclusion

Staff Working Document: Free movement
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Education

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ άŘǳŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎέ

Inclusion of sport-related qualifications when implementing 
EQF

Communication
Societal role: main actions (2)

CO

M

MS
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M

MS
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Core text

ÅGeneral principles, including endorsement of 
the Communication and support for incentive 
measures

ÅConcept of a triennial EU Work Plan

ÅPriority areas to be supported by an Action 
Plan (Annex 1)

ÅWGs to support the implementation of the 
actions (Annex 2)

ÅProgress reports (informal + formal levels)

Next steps at the Council
Possible elements for the Council Resolution
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