
Education and Sport: Dual Careers
Perspective of European Commission 
Bart Ooijen 

6 May 2010, Paris, France 



222

European Union  

Governmental organisation

(Council, Commission, Parliament)

ÅExclusive competence 

(customs union, euro)

ÅShared competence 

(internal market, transport, fishery ao)

ÅSupporting, complementing activities of Member States

(education, health, youth, sport)

Acting on behalf of Member States

Focus on transnational issues in Europe  

EU: sport
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Lisbon Treaty

EU:SPORT

TITLE XI

EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND YOUTH AND SPORT

Article 165 

[é]

The Union shall contribute to the promotion of European sporting issues, while 

taking account of the specific nature of sport, its structures based on voluntary 

activity and its social and educational function.

Community action shall be aimed at:

[é]

ð developing the European dimension in sport, by promoting fairness and 

openness in sporting competitions and cooperation between bodies responsible 

for sports, and by protecting the physical and moral integrity of sportsmen and 

sportswomen, especially young sportsmen and sportswomen.
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Every young talented athlete in the European Union should be able 

to benefit from both good quality education and sports training.

ü to ensure the reintegration of professional sportspersons into the 

labour market at the end of their sporting careers

ü to safeguard their moral educational and professional interests

White Paper on Sport (07/ 2007)

EU: SPORT & DUAL 

CAREER
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The main concerns on the career of talented young athletes:

ü The safeguarding of the development of young athletes;

ü The balance between sports training and education; 

ü The balance between sports training and employment;

ü The end-of-career phase 

(including consideration of athletes who leave the system earlier 

than planned).

EU: SPORT & DUAL 

CAREER
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Actions European Commission

üStudy on the training of young talented sport people 

üFinancial support for dual training projects. 

üEU Working Group on Education and Training in 

Sport. 

üFuture EU Sport Programme ??

EU: SPORT & DUAL 

CAREER
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"the training of sportsmen and sportswomen in Europeò 

An independent study by 

Taj  Ineum consulting

Published by European Commission on 9 July 2008

EU: SPORT & DUAL 

CAREER



8

Recommendations on Dual Careers (optional)

ü Creation of a European label for training centres

- combination training and education

- qualification of staff

- medical surveillance and check up

- career and post career management 

- nutritionistsô services

- psychological assistance

- quality criteria for sport facilities

- internal code of behaviour

EU: SPORT & DUAL 

CAREER


